
VISUAL LITERACY 
Analysing Images for Academic Writing 



VISUAL LITERACY 

 

 John Debes (1969, 1972)  “The problem of the 21st 
century is the problem of 
the image.” 

W.J.T. Mitchell, 1995 

• Visual literacy is "understanding how people 
perceive objects, interpret what they see, and what 
they learn from them.”  

(White paper, Jan 2004) 



Visual 
Literacy 

1. Literacy in a media-driven, 
image-saturated culture has a 
broader scope. 

3. An Image Analysis module on writing 
courses at UVT successfully enhances 
communication, critical thinking, 
creative and analytical skills. 

2. Visual literacy (VL) is the basic 
literacy in the thought process 
and can enhance verbal literacy.  



Everything 
  
we  
see  
 
is  
 
an image 



21st Century Young Adults 
MEDIA CONSUMPTION 

Nielsen Total Audience Report 



21st Century Young Adults 
READING 

The use of every type of media has increased over the past 
10 years, with the exception of reading. 



Oh, I see! 

Visual 
cognition 

 

and  

 

visual 
perception 



Images talk, they can be ‘read’. 

Textual 
literacy   

 

and  

 

Visual literacy 



Visual images are a language. We 
need to learn its alphabet, its 
vocabulary, its syntax. 
 
 

Can the language of 
visual images be 
emotive? 

   



VISUAL SYNTAX VISUAL VOCABULARY 

 Simplicity 
 Balance 
 Harmony 
 Organisation 
 Emphasis 
 Legibility 
 Unity 
 Perspective 
 Point of view 
 Framing 

 

 Point 
 Line 
 Shape 
 Form 
 Space 
 Texture 
 Light 
 Colour 
 Motion 

 

Reading Visuals – Writing Visuals 



VISUAL CODES 

 Expression  

 Gesture  

 Clothing/Accessories  

 Activity  

 Objects  

 Background  

 Technique  
Bethell, A. (1981) 

Reading Visuals – Writing Visuals 



Image 
Analysis for 
Academic 
Writing 
 



Serre’s Model of Analysis 

 Spontaneous ‘reading’ of image 

 Guided ‘reading’ of image 

 Analysis 

 Interpretation 

 Judgement 
Serre-Floersheim, D. (1993) 

 

 



Reading the Image (Visual Thinking Strategy) 

 What is going on in this picture? 

 

 

 What in the picture makes you say that? 

 

 

 What more can you find in the picture? 

 



Visual Thinking Strategy 

 

 Contribution of every student is 
acknowledged 

 

 Pointing to every visual element mentioned 
by student 

 

 Paraphrasing every student’s response 

 

 Linking thoughts 

 



Writing Tasks 

 

• Free writing in 
Discussion on EasyClass 

platform 

 

 

• Comparative analysis of 
two similar images 

(Reading and Writing 
Assignment) 

 



Benefits 
from the 
visual 
training 

 

1. Enhanced verbal skills 

 

2. Improved expression and 
organisation of ideas 

 

3. Increased student motivation 



Benefits from 
the visual 
training 

4. Engaged all students 

 

5. Increased understanding of various 
aspects of the modern world 



Principles 
of Visual 
Literacy  

1. Visuals are a language 

 

2. A visually literate person should be able to 
read and write visual language 

 

3. A visually literate person should be able to 
process information visually in order to 
think visually 

 

 

  
  
 
  
  
      



THANK YOU 


