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Research question 1 

  

A. What is the representation of text types in model answers offered in English language 

teaching material?  

 

  

B. What would this representation be if texts were categorized according to genre instead 

of text type?  

 



• Literature review on the terms ‘genre’, ‘text type’ & ‘register’ 

• Determine theoretical framework 

• Determine approach for the identification of genres 

• Build a specialised corpus  

• Assess representativeness of text types & genres 



Methods 

• Corpus linguistics & Genre analysis 

• The WriMA corpus [a pedagogical genre-based corpus of writing model answers] 

- 1151 model writing answers (253,025 tokens) 

• 93 different sources 

• Sub-corpora initially according to text type 

• POS tagged & manually annotated 

• Metadata: text source, text type (according to source), rubric, exam, CFR level 

• Genre identification method 



Figure 1. Method for identifying genres from task prompts  



Initial 
corpus 

categories 

# of 
texts 

Initial 
representation 

in corpus  

Genre categories # of 
texts 

Genre 
representation 

in corpus 

 
 

Essay 

415 36% 
  

   
  

Discursive Essay 176 15.3% 

Expository Essay 85 7.4% 

Factorial     31 2.7% 

Consequential   27 2.3% 

Factorial and Consequential Essay 15 1.3% 

Descriptive Essay 58 5% 

Solutions to a problem Essay 23 2% 

Report 176 15.3% 

  

Data Report 100 8.7% 

Personal Observation Report 76 6.6% 

 
 

Article 

88 7.6% 
   

  

Descriptive Article 40 3.5% 

Expository Article 31 2.7% 

Informational Article 9 0.8% 

Solutions to a problem Article 8 0.7% 

Review 39 3.4% Book/Film Review 39 3.4% 

Story 78 6.8% Short Story 78 6.8% 

Formal 

Letter 
Formal 

Email 
  

171 

  
24 

  

14.9% 

2.1% 
  

  
  

  
  

Complaint Letter/email 47 4.1% 

Formal Informational Letter/email 38 3.3% 

Application Letter/email 30 2.6% 

Opinion as a response letter/email 28 2.4% 

Reference Letter 12 1% 

Formal invitation Letter/email 8 0.7% 

Making suggestions formal Letter/email 8 0.7% 

Formal Apology Letter/email 6 0.5% 

Formal Letter of Request 6 0.5% 

Solutions to a community problem Letter 5 0.4% 

Nomination Letter 4 0.3% 

Resignation Letter 3 0.3% 

Informal 

Letter 
Informal 

Email 

105 

55 

9.1% 

4.8% 
    

Advice Letter/email 61 5.3% 

Personal news Letter /email 33 2.9% 

Informal Informational Letter/email 29 2.5% 

Informal invitation Letter/email 27 2.3% 

Informal apology letter 7 0.6% 

Informal letter of request 3 0.3% 

Total 1151 100% Total 1151 100% 

	

Table 1. The representation of text types 

and genres in English language 

educational material  





Research question 2:  

 

What are the most prevalent features of individual genres?  



 
Methodology 

 
focus on 8 genres 

detailed analysis of individual genres  
 

• Genre analysis         Rhetorical moves/stages 

                                    Lexicogrammatical features 

• Corpus analysis       Keywords 

                                   Keyword lists & keyness scores         

                                   Collocations 

                                   Metadata 

 

 

 

Sub-corpus # of tokens # of texts 

Expository Essay 24.347 85 

Discursive Essay 47.153 176 

Descriptive Essay 15.448 58 

Personal Observation Report 17.702 76 

Data Report 16.828 100 

Short Story 15.558 78 

Complaint Letter 8.770 47 

Advice Letter 9.938 61 

Table 2. Genre-based sub-

corpora chosen for analysis  



Chapter 10 

Stories, Second Language Writers 

and Genre Awareness  



Research question 3:  
 

 

a. How are genres in this context related to each other?  

 

B. Is the text type classification of model texts justified? Is the implied similarity 

within such categories stronger than with texts in other categories? 



Table 3. Features and associated text properties 

  set of 16 features  

  features linked to text 

properties 

  measuring each feature for  

each genre 

  distance between pairs of 

genres based on each feature  

Method 



Figure 2. The expository essay Figure 3. The discursive essay 



Figure 4. The expository-discursive essay distance 



Figure 5. The complaint-advice letter distance 





 

Conclusions 

 

 

Review of the terms ‘genre’, ‘text type’ & ‘register’ - lack of consensus – 

Positioning on the use of the terms – Genre-identification Method  



A great variety of genres have been observed in exam preparation 

textbooks.  

Some genres are overrepresented in textbooks such as Essays but most 

of the genres are underrepresented.  



Typical features of genres can be revealed by using corpus linguistics 

methods and a genre-based corpus.  

 

Detailed descriptions of genres can make teaching more explicit and 

less confusing for novice writers. 



Relations between pairs of genres can sometimes be surprising. Learners 

preparing for writing tasks grouped according to text types are not well-

equipped to distinguish among genres  

 

Similarity and difference among genres can be explained in the classroom. 

Indicating the link between lexicogrammatical features and text properties 

can lead to more conscious writing. 
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